a plurality of [one or mora] consumer units each 
operable [operated] by a consumer ana [,] each comprising a 
display monitor, a memory for storiAg data to be displayed on 
the display monitor, a data processing unit connected to the 
display monitor and the memory and having communication means 
connectable over a communication /medium to at least a coupon 
server, and a user input device /to permit a consumer to make 
one or more selections from choices displayed on the display 
monitor; [and] / 

a coupon server loca/ted remotely from the [one or 
more] consumer units and comprising a memory for storing first 
data corresponding to one or /more participating retail 
outlets, the first data inclAiding data for identifying each of 
the retail outlets by name and inventory of goods offered for 
sale, and second data containing coupon data used for 
generating electronic discount coupons for selected goods, and 
a data processing unit ha//^ing communication means connectable 
over the communication medium to the [at least one] consumer 
units, the coupon serverf further comprising [unit;] 

first means responsive to a connection with a 
respective consumer unit to transmit for display on the 
display monitor of the respective consumer unit a first file 
containing a list of /participating retail outlets which may be 
individually selected by the consumer using the user input 
device of the respective consumer unit . 
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c;or»rinri T^^a^^pci r-*aspnn!=i 1 t:h^ selection of one of 
the [a] retail outlets displayed on the dfisolav monitor of the 




respective consumer unit r outlet! by ttLS consumer to transmit 
to the respective consumer unit a secg/nd file containing first 
data corresponding to the selected retail outlet for display 
on the display monitor of the consxifcer unit, the second file 
containina a list of the inventory rthe identity] of goods 
offered for sale by the selected/ retail outlet, and the 
displayed inventory of aoods beanq individually selectable by 
the consumer using the user ipput device, and 

third means respon/sive to the selection of one or 
more items of goods by the /consumer to transmit a third file 
^01- ri-i splay on thf^ Hispla/ monitor of the respective consumer 
unit containing [second]/ data corresponding to the selected 
goods, the third file Containing electronic coupons 
corresponding to one pr more of the selected goods. 










9. (AmendedK A coupon distribution system according 
to claim 1; wherein theXfirst data corresponding to the 
plurality of participating re£^il outlets stored in the memory 
of the coupon server further \coj)crprises data representative of 
the physical layout of the paurticipating retail outlets 
indicating the aisle location \f the goods offered for sale. 
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10. (Amended) A coupon distribution system 
according to claim 9; wherein the coupon server further 
comprises fifth means responsive to the selection of one or 
more items of goods by the consumer to transmit a fifth file 
for display on the display monitor of the consumer unit 
containing data identifying the aisle location in the selected 
retail outlet of the goods selected by the consumer. 






Kindly add the following n^w^^aims 14-26: 






m. A method for the distribution of coupons over a 
network, comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of consumer units each 
operable by a consumer and each comprising a display monitor, 
a memory for stoVing data to be displayed on the display 
monitor, a data processing unit connected to the display 
monitor and the memWy andv^having communication means 
connectable over a capciunicatio^ medium to at least a coupon 
server, and a user inputNsdje^ce to permit a consumer to make 
one or more selections iSrom choices displayed on the display 
monitor; \ 

providing a coupon server located remotely from the 
consumer units and comprising a memory for storing first data 
corresponding to one or moreVarticipating retail outlets, the 
first data including data f or \identifying each of the retail 
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outlets by name and inventory of goods offered for sale, 
including data representative of the physical layout of the 
participating retail outlets indicating the aisle location in 
the respective retail outlets of the goods offered for sale, 
and second data containing coupon data used for generating 
electronicX discount coupons for selected goods, and a data 
processing unit having communication means connectable over 
the communicart:ion medium to the consumer units; 

using a respective consumer unit to establish a 
connection with\the go^upon server over the communication 
medium; 

in respc^s^""'€b the connection between the respective 
consumer unit and tne coupon server, transmitting from the 
coupon server to the\ respective consumer unit a first file 
containing a list of participating retail outlets which may be 
individually selected &y the consumer using the user input 
device of the respective consumer unit; 

displaying on v^b display monitor of the respective 
consumer unit the list of participating retail outlets 
contained in the first filA; 

in response to the\ selection of one of the retail 
outlets displayed on the display monitor of the respective 
consumer unit by the consumer using the user input device, 
transmitting from the coupon server to the respective consumer 
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unit aVsecond file containing data corresponding to the 
selected retail outlet and containing a list of the inventory 
of goods offered for sale by the selected retail outlet, the 
inventory of goods being individually selectable by the 
consumer us\Lng the user input device; 

splaying on the display monitor of the respective 
consumer unit\ the list of the inventory of goods offered for 
sale by the selected retail outlet contained in the second 
file so that th^ consumer may select one or more items of 
displayed goods using the user input device; and 

in response to Y^he selection of one or more items of 
goods by the consuifterj using the user input device, using the 
coupon server to tr^apit third file to the respective 
consumer unit containing data corresponding to the selected 
goods, the third file Containing electronic coupons 
corresponding to one orVore of the selected goods and further 
including data identifying the aisle location in the selected 
retail outlet of the gooda selected by the consumer. 



15. A method forVthe targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim 14; further comprising the step of 
acquiring identifying indicia\for identifying the geographical 
location of the respective consumer unit; and wherein the step 
of transmitting the first file firom the coupon server to the 
respective consumer unit includes^ the step of selecting one or 
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more pat-ticipating retail outlets in the geographical vicinity 
of the respective consumer unit, so that retail outlets in the 
geographical vicinity of the respective consumer unit are 
displayed \5n the display monitor of the consumer unit. 

16^. A method for the targeted distribution of 
coupons accoi^ding to claim 15; wherein the communication 
medium comprises a public telephone network, and the step of 
acquiring identifying indicia comprises the step of acquiring 
Caller ID data t\o idep:^ify the geographical location of the 
consumer unit. 



ientify t 



17. A i^ethod for the targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim 15; wherein the step of acquiring 
identifying indiciaXcomprises the step of transmitting a file 
to the respective correumer unit containing a form requesting 
the consumer to identiW the geographical location of the 
respective consumer unit\ 

18. A method foV the targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim 3^4; further comprising the step of 
printing using a hardcopy apparatus a hardcopy of electronic 
coupons transmitted to the respective consumer unit. 

19. A method for the targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim 18; wherein the hardcopy apparatus 
comprises a printer connected to th^ respective consumer unit, 
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20. A method for the targeted distribution of 
coupons ac\cording to claim 14 ; further comprising the step of 
providing ^ point-of-sale unit in a participating retail 
outlet, the tooint-of-sale unit comprising a display monitor, a 
memory for storing data to be displayed on the display 
monitor, a datV processing unit connected to the display 
monitor and theXmemory and having communication means 
connectable over V communication medium to the coupon server, 
a user input device^ to permit a consumer to make one or more 
selections from choi\e4 displayed on the display monitor, and 
a hardcopy apparatus ^r^^pfoducing a hardcopy of electronic 
coupons . 

21. A method f^r the targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim NsO; further comprising the steps of 
locating the coupon server remotely from the point-of-sale 
unit; transmitting to the poinV-of-sale unit a file containing 
a list of the inventory of goodsi of f ered for sale by the 
retail outlet at which the point-(Df-sale unit is located, the 
goods being individually selectable by the consumer using the 
user input device of the point-of-s^e unit; and, in response 
to the selection of one or more itemsXof goods by the consumer 
using the user input device of the point-of-sale unit, using 
the coupon server to transmit to the poiiat-of-sale unit a file 
for display on the display monitor of the point-of-sale unit 
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containing data corresponding to the goods selected on the 
point-of-sale unit, including electronic coupons corresponding 
to one or mor^ of the goods selected on the point-of-sale 
unit. 



22. A method for the targeted distribution of 
coupons according^ to claim 14; wherein the file containing 
data identifying t^he lactation of goods contains graphical data 
for displaying a r^^resentajsaon of the physical location of 
the goods in the selected retail outlet. 

23. A meth&d for the targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim 14 ; wherein the one or more 
consumer units comprise\client computers on a network. 

24. A method fW the targeted distribution of 
coupons according to claim \l4 ; wherein the coupon server 
comprises an Internet host computer. 




25. A method for the distribution of coupons over a 
networli, comprising the steps of: 

using a first computer operated by a consumer to 
establish a connection with/a second computer operated by a 
coupon distributor over ^ communication medium; 

using the second computer to acquire identifying 
indicia for identifyjmg the geographical location of the first 
computer; 
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in response to the connection between the first and 
second computers, selecting from a list of participating 
retail outlets stored in the second computer one or more 
participating retail outlets in the geogr^hical vicinity of 
the first computers- 
transmitting from the second cybmputer to the first 
computer a first file containing the selected one or more 
participating retail outlets, each of ywhich may be 
individually selected by the consumey using an input device; 

displaying on the first computer the list of the one 
or more selected participating retail outlets contained in the 
first file; 

in response to a selection by the consumer of one of 
the displayed retail outlets, transmitting from the second 
computer to the first computey a second file containing data 
corresponding to the selected retail outlet including a list 
of the inventory of goods offered for sale by the selected 
retail outlet and data representative of the physical layout 
of the selected retail ouylet indicating the physical location 
of the goods offered for /sale; 

displaying th& list of the inventory of goods 
offered for sale by the/ selected retail outlet on the first 
computer such that the/displayed inventory of goods are 
individually selectable by the consumer using the first 
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computer so that the consumer may enter a shoppirig list into 
the first computer by selecting one or more ixems of goods the 
consumer intends to purchase at the selec;t^ed retail outlet; 
and / 

in response to the selection of one or more items of 
goods by the consumer, transmitting from the second computer 
to the first computer a file obtaining electronic coupons 
corresponding to one or more^ of the selected goods and a file 
containing data identifyirig the physical aisle location in the 
selected retail outlet jeif the goods selected by the consumer. 

26. A method for the distribution of coupons over a 
network according/to claim 25; wherein the communication 
medium comprise/ the Internet, the first computer comprises a 
client computer and the second computer comprises an Internet 
host compu'^^r. 






ADDITIONAL FEES: 

A check in the amount of $54.00 is enclosed to cover 
the cost of six additional claims in excess of twenty total. 
Should the check prove insufficient for any reason or should 
it be determined that an additional fee is due, authorization 
is hereby given to charge any such deficiency or additional 
fee to our Deposit Account No. 01-02 68. 
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